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Wi-Fi bandwidth theft still rife

ftmay be wrong and its certainly illegal but one in two Wi-Fi users in the UK still
‘access someone else's wireless Intemet network without permission, accordingtoa

new suney. Hosts an evening

attheRSA, London —
\Wi-Fi ‘pigaybacking’ has been around since the dawn of wireless computing, with people qxn,|5ﬂls$‘!l nber find us on
- A

Having an affai at work tops list of business sins

obtaining free Web access by using networks which have been left unsecure because the [
owner has not set a password,
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Over half of the 500 respondents around the UK admitto the practice.

What's more 29 per cent believe there’s nothing wrong with it - despite the fact that Exploring the darkerside of the social web
dishonestly using an electronics communications senice with the ntentto avoid paying is | [L\ S0 S0 e MR P T

an offence underthe Communications Act 2003 =

“The perceptionisthat barrowing a bit o bandwidih s cheeky but notreally criminal 0
behaviour”says Phil Birg, managing director of The PC Support Group, who carred out .
the survey, “There's also a view that if someone does nottake the trouble to password- ontel I £ )

protectthei

they have to acceptthe consequences.

“Unfortunately, human nature being what it s, if you don't make your System Secure, Jou  Recent Comments
are atthe very least likely to end up paying for someane else to have the privilege of
‘accessing the Web. Itwill also slow your use of the inteet. Bt sons
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about people wanting to avoid paying for senices. But occasionall,piggybacking is used  Chiis,1Was So glad to ead his arfce. As consultans,

35 3 means ofhiding ilegal dovnioading acivy or engaging i identiy theft” We are undertaking a bold positon fo rand.
Constans? o thars ryes plesel - usinss Mtrs

The PC Support Group, which provides IT services to business and home users, did

discover an increased awareness f sk.Five years ag0 WiFi securl suneys commonly

‘showed that about 25 per cent of home and work Wi-Fi networks were left unprotected KD
‘The company found that now only 5 per cent of business and & per cent of home users
nowfail to password-protect their Wi-Fi

Dzno

‘The suvey also suggests different priorities and sensitiviies about confidentially. Nearly  Willthis app be available for Android phones?

90 per cent say they would trust a friend with their house key than they would with el Wi- o (oo ool

Fipassword menioing & matvtion - Busines Maies
Alack of Wi-Fi security training for business users was also identified an issue. Some 84
per cent of business users access Wi-Fi networks outside the office, et few are given any e
Speciic guidance a5 to profecing sensiive information when using a public Wi-Fi
network. o]
SHP Solutions
“Many business users don' hink twice about logging onto ree Wi-Fiin café's 0rusing  This is ahways a catch 22 situation. Employees must

hei hotef's wireless network when traveling, buthe truth s, atiough converient, 09N tai rasponaibiltyfo their careers. Professional
wireless networks also carry some risk,” says Phil Brd. “More peaple are working

Nesrly it of werker cisapgointed with their carssr
remotely and using wireless technology than ever before. The education of isk tends to Z

progression - Business Mattes

lack behind the technology.”
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