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28,878 News Articles
58% of Brits admit to using someone else's Wi
-Fi connection
29 percent don't see anything wrong with ‘piggybacking’

By Carrie-Ann Skinner | PC Advisor | 09 September 11

Hore than half (58 percent) of web users admitto using someone's else interet
without authorisation, says the PC Support Group.

“The practice, which is also known as WEEi piggybacking’
sees web users connecting to the intemet via 3 wireless
network which has been left unsecured because the owner
has ot seta password

RELATED ARTICLES

56% of shoppers against
free stores

A suvey of 500 web users by the IT support firm slso
revealed 29 percent believe there's nothing wrang with the
pracice, despite the factthat dishonestly using an electronics
communications service with the intent to avoid paying is an
offence under the Communications Act 2003
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store Wi
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IDF: distance dete
may help secure Wi

“The perception is that borrowing a bit of bandwidth is cheeky
butnot really criminal behaviour” says Phil Bird, managing
director of the PG Support Group.

Two out of five at risk

“There's also aview that if someone does not take the trouble
to password-protect their wireless network they have to
acceptihe consequences. Unfortunately, human nature being
whatitis, if ou dont make your system secre, you are at the very least likely to end up paying
for someane else to have the privilege of accessing the web. Itwil also slow your use of the
intemet

41 |1

Bird wamed that on occasions piggybacking is used also as 3 means of hiding illegal
downloading actity or engaging in identity theft

“The number of Wi-Fi networks that remain unsecured has decreased from 26 percentin 2006
tojust six percent. However, more Brits would trust a fiend with their house key than they
‘would with their Wi-Fi password as 87 percent said theyd leave their key with a fisnd but only
77 percent would disclose their Wi-Fi password.

Furthermore, 84 percent of business users said they access Wi-Fi networks outside the
offics, yet only 11 percent are given any specific guidance by the firm when it comes to
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12 downloads to super.
charge and secure Wi-Fi

communications service with the intent to avoid paying is an
offence under the Communications Act 2003

Sony Tablet S review
“The perception is that borrowing a bit of bandwicth s cheeky

butnot really criminal behaviour” says Phil Bird, managing

Two out of five atrisk _ director of the EC Support Group.
from Wi cking
“There's also aviewthatif someane does nottake the trouble samsung Galaxy Tab 10.1
0 to password-protect their wireless network they have to review

acceptthe consequences. Unfortunately, human nature being

whattis, ifyou dont make your system secure, you are atthe very least ikely to end up paying

for someone else to have the prvilege of accessing the web. Itwill also slow your use of the

intemet” Samsung Galaxy Note review

Bird wamed that on occasions piggybacking is used also as 3 means of hiding illegal
downloading actity or engaging in identity theft

“The number of Wi-Fi networks that remain unsecured has decreased from 26 percentin 2006 Acer Aspire 5742 review
tojust six percent. However, more Brits would trust a fiend with their house key than they

‘would with their Wi-Fi password as 87 percent said theyd leave their key with a fisnd but only

77 percent would disclose their Wi-Fi password.

Furthermore, 84 percent of business users said they access Wi-Fi networks outside the
offics, et only 11 percent are given any specific guidance by the firm when it comes to
protecting sensitive information when using a public Wi-Fi network. DI

) LATEST VIDEOS
“Wany business users dont think taice about logging onto free Wi-Fi in café's or using their

otels wireless network when traveling, butthe trth is, aifiough converient, 0pen WreleS  \/ideos tablets, 3D and smartphones - the week in
networks also cay some risk. said Bird. techology, 8/9/11

“Hore people are working remotely and using wireless technology than ever before. The
education of risktends to lack behind the technology.”
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